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4 Leigh Bardugo

been made for grand quests or herot work.

And here she was in this dark place, at this late hour, and she saw

it would be her last. Deep down she had known she couldn't keep

walking the tightrope. She wasn't fast enough, smart enough, or rich

enough to right herself in any permanent way. A bobble, a dip, the

world swayed. The only surprise was that she had managed this feat

of balance for so long, that she would not die in a filthy bathroom in

Santa Cruz, or a run-down apartment in Van Nuys, or even in the

arms of an overdressed vampire, but at Yale, its gargoyles and stone

scholars rvatching in silent judgment, and at the hands of the one

person s'ho u.asn't e\rer meant to hurt her, the man she had gone to

hel1 and back to save.

Dearh g'as here at last and he was beautiful.

'Wind chimes; screech

Provenance: Lethe: tr S:

Note: These chimes .. e

prognostication bones

Records from Lethe Ho
were assembled in a:r ai

Haven, a goal bolster.c

ual was created bi- Edm

Sighing of the Elms r.
of the Lethe Compen,i
notable for the shon ii,
boon at the time. grr <n

trees can be used. the r

which hold a panicul.r
nately also renders rhe n

The chimes \\-ere \r a:

the other societies. bui
practice graduallr di.d
forgonen. ln 1951. r,.:,

tomb would be builr a

New Haven Regisrer r.e
Elm and Broadu'ar ciip;

into traffic where he r. 1.
-When 

questioned br au'

the source of a "mosr ;e
according to Lethe recc,

because he spent rie rna

cocked, waiting to hE;:
describe it further. the cr



srrltmo sama1 qau?d[ ,Cq patlpa pua

?as?nil sa an3qa1a2 fuuty aqtaT aqt uo{-

..'adoq 1 'crlatup rrn {, (paraaasue eltrnf, aql (ragtrrrg rI eqlJrsap

or paqsnd ueq/N'ur-ptp prmos relpcad re{r rpeq or tunre,ra (palcoc

peaq 'raans arp q turpuers Mep sruSo lrpofuru er1l tuads eg asnmag

argo ruo{ paaoruar dluruueaa se,ta erl 'sprocar erpaT ot Surprocce

1ng 'serm[ul srq pe rlJns eH <('punos ruqncad Nou,, EJo af,mos atl]

pu5 ot turll uaag p,erl petur-Elr arl (saplrorpne lq pauonsanb uaqr4([

rpnrrlre,urapdp*f, lned rarad e/q1cn+s se,r arl erarl 
^.rIUBrl 

otur

uEr qrmrlf, rslrqJ lE alemf, V:(peqceue Surddnc) durr,rpeorg prrz urtf,

Jo uoDresJ4ul etp rueu errrugmtsrp e Strrpretar.rars€eg ua eH 
^ 

aN

arp uI pareadde rualr s1\^.au uorls B 'pareadde (r1pq aq plno,ll' qruol

tdncsnuel4l eql qlr-grr . raao) snxau ,taau ? uaqa 'Z96I u1 'uano8roy

pue acqd ur UaI are a satulqf, a{r sruaes { lno palp rfJunpe€ acrperd

aqr (a4ppalEru ol peF,pJ snxeu raau E ueq^a lng rseDerf,os Jerpo aql

uro{l sJaalunloadq PuB sarrrBo lq ra,ro PeqJl?ll,r area sarurqJ ar[
'asuesrp or alqereuln llarnce ruaqt sJepual osp dlaruu

-nuoJrm qrlg^a tlerl E 'rrtzur ol &r,utrsuas repcp.red e ploq qlFl,ta

'srula s.uaABH 
^aeN 

puno.rP fllng selr^ pntrr agt (pasn ag rr"f, saaJl

rerpo e1rqA\.Ia Erl pue SulddlqsJo tsof, aqr uaa€ 'arun ar1l re uoog

e-parpbar sluarpartur acelduoruruol Jo rsII rroqs aqr roJ elq8lou

$ lr prre'(..suortzluerul puflrgD repun nmrpuadruof, erpa-I erpJo

aarp eumlol ur eIqETre e srepcpred pue rxar) stulg aqrJo Su.q8rg

arp papn rfiecnaod puE (I0,) aequezeT pmupg zQ paluarf, $..$. pn
-tlr eql 'snxeu.&rau u Surpugso adoq agr lq peratsloq po8 e 'ua,re11

^aaN 
ur c#uur;o 

^aog 
erp Jolluoru of tdurep" uE uI pelqtuesse eJe 

^
saruilrf, asaqr tnq 'asreds are slep NerIJBa s(esnoH ep{t uro{l spJof,ag

'pan8oprecsflu prre sauog uortecnsoutord

qsIDoJS se pazuoterec dltuorru. aJe 
^, 

sarurrlf, asaql :aloN

6691 :aqra1 :af,ueualord

aur^q (sauoq pao qf,earJs tsewrl, pullN

'TruEr

ot auo8 peq aqs ueru aql'
euo aql Jo sPu"q arP rE P
euols pue sa/o8re8 $l 'rI
aqt ur uJ e Jo 'sln51 uerl

ur ruooJr{leq lqig B uI alp

t"al srr{t pa8eueur peq aqs

aqr 'drp 
" 

'alqqoq y ,rus

r{frJ Jo 'q8noua ueurs 'r$t
daal r.uppoo eLIs uiraolr{

^\Bs 
aqs puB lnoq alE[ srtr

'l



'slaar{ Jar{ uo r{lroJ puB >llEq Palror xe[V 'lBof,Ja^o elqeuorrlsBJ B uI

Iaunuas auols E 'ssaluolloru PauIEIUeJ JeuJnJ'elEld rqBIJ eIP uI aJe r

,bqr reqr u8rs e roy Sunrzr't '1re4 arenbs relsoolNJo srttopeqs daap

aqr ur xe1y pue raurnl grv* Sulpuels se.^(r aH 'ulaqt aroJag auots

-u,/!aoJg er{r Jo s.I(oPuu'^ uap108 aql or {3Eq snloJ sIrI PsJroJ aH
'Suluapperu st^rrl. lI pIrE

'ra8ung rrar.p relp pa;e8unq e11 luounpJo raJnq u 'aragrrrlral.a sem

paar8 rraql 'apndrr e 3o 1nd &eaq eqt eIII rsnl 'etnadde alduns 3o

pulr8 aqr 'uolrlgureJo solrds dreqs-s8ur8uol rlaqr IeaJ Plnor aH
'sesnoq rlaql ur r(err,re

,(1ajes palcnl suear{ ueurnH 'salpoqJo,(1uo rq8nogr uouep oql
'Surrds aqr ur lurd qryt uauos

plno,{r.lerp sauog >lf,Elq (aarr lrraqc IpEeJo sallf,u"Jq al{t ParoPrsuof,

all 's8urqr esaqt palou uaeq pEI{ eq ueur aql 'alqerrsap os lI a>letu

pw lerrrq8rr{ BJo serury prre asrou agt tsure8r pepsau pooqroqq8lau

ralcod 
" 

a>IEl plnor r?g1 ua,t.H 
^€NJo 

ssaue8uens agl tB Pala r"Irr

peq aH 'sdoots Sunuo:1arta. Jleqr qrl^\ sauolsul$.oJqJo 
^.oJ 

str 'I{JJnI{f,

paldaars stl (prouag lreuonnlor'ar E JoJ peIrrBU erenbs lplr slqr pe,to1

p,JH 'salrJre rq8norp aqr lrun rop spoog tsoru se-elqrtsneqxeul

peuaas perl tBrlt qsel IErapeJ 3o a8nlep e lq spooqroqq8rau PIo srl

olur pe JB3 sref,s aqt toqrerl srrgo adeqs SulSueqc alp 
^'atnl 

aH 'aPetu

psrl u surcSreq P?q eql pue lrrc srq Poo$rePun PEq uorSurlreq Sars

-uou pue ueru qroq tou pue lluo ueru E ueag pEI{ aI{ 
"rrAA

ralrrrA\

I



8 Leigh Bardugo

trying to keep warm, her black hair gleaming in the lamplight, her

hands jammed into the pockets of her cheap wool jacket.

It was hard not to keep looking at her, at the ruthless slice of
her cheekbone, the grim set of her mouth. A pulse of desire passed

through him, another thought he leashed, his own longing an un-

wanted companion, dogging his steps since they'd returned from

hell. He would master this thing in him. He would become the man

he'd been again. He would do it the way he had managed everything

in his carefi.rl life, with the Arlington discipline his grandfather had

taught him: Manners, might, and hnora-hott One alttays did the trick.

For now there was the task at hand.

Through the glass he could see a family seated at dinner: a man

in his thirties, a little boy rolling a tiny toy truck back and forth over

the tablecloth beside his plate, a woman who looked sick and sad as

she picked at her food.

"He's feeding on her," Ti:.rner said, shaking his head in disgust.

Sometimes the demons theyd been hunting showed enough

restraint that their victims could be challenging to spot. But not
tonight. The man-Ron Keep, thirty-four, associate professor of
anthropology-split his attention between his meal and his son, but
his eyes never strayed too long from his wife. Those glances might
have indicated concern, or they might be watchfulness, a predator

tracking his prey, making sure she didnt attempt escape.

Of course; she wouldnt run, not when hed fed so well from her.

She wouldn't have the will. And she wouldnt even know what he

was doing as he drained the substance of her away, consuming her

soul bit by bit, feeding on her fear or her love or her sadness. Every

demon had its own appetites. That was what made them so hard to

identiS,.

"I dont see signs of change," Tirrner conceded, the plume of his

breath dissolving in the winter air..

But Darlington knew better than to hope. "\7e haverno idea what

he looked like before."

As demons fed, they took on the appearance of their hosts until

eventually they assumed d
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10 Leigh Bardugo

she was jutting bones held together by determination and delusions

about her own limits.

It had snowed last night, and the silence of the park felt thick and

cold, as if the world had gone dormant, trapped in a slow-moving

river, all of them sleeping under ice. Only Alex burned bright. She

was already moving toward the front door.

Then he heard it. He touched Alex's sleeve. "\Vait."

The sound was high and piercing. A baby crying.
"Janis-" Ron said, his voice muffied through the glass.

The little boy with the toy truck reached for his mother. "Mama,

stay," he begged.

Janie Keep yanked her hand away. "\7ould you just fucking give

me a minute?"

The boy shrank back in his chair, clutching the truck to his chest.

"She doesn't mean it," Ron said, laying a hand on his son's shoul-

der.

Janie pushed away from the table, hurrying down the hall and

toward that high cry.

"I thought they only had one kid," Alex said.

Turner's face was bleak. "They do."

Something cold crept over Darlington, raising the hair on his

arms. The flames around Alex banked.

Her eyes met his, dark water, an unknown sea. "Come on."

They moved in unison, three figures creeping toward the back

of the house where they could see the pale blue walls of a nursery, a

mobile of clouds and stars turning gently above a crib.
"Damn it," muttered Turner.
"Tell me we're wrong about this," Alex said, and Darlington could

hear the raw pleading in her voice.

Janie bent oyer the side of the crib. "What is it, sweet boy?" she

crooned, cradling the infant to her. 'Are you hungry?" The baby's

scream was too loud, and beneath that high, frantic sound, Darling-
ton thought he could hear a counterpoint, a terrible harmony, the

low thrum of a growl. "No, no, it's okay. Mama's here."
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had brought them together to stand against the tide. But rhere was

magic and then there was magical thinking. One might help them

build a dam against the food. The other would ger rhem killed.
"Stay close," r{lex said, the words a bare rasp, as if shed been

shouting. She knew what was to come.

He might have said I will. He might have told her not ro worry.

Instead, he let a growl rumble through him, the demont voice,

the demon's strength. Tonight she didnt need the man. She needed

to know the monster was near.

.on Keep opened the <

didnt want to be bothered

no, he did not want his wi
and collared shirt with his j
for the role of sitcom.lzd

"You left this on the sto

His eyes lit on the glear

for the coin of compulsior

curiosity. Good old greed-

the coin, but they alwaya r

valuable Alex almost didnt
moving or she would neyr

Keep's hand closed over fie
"Daddy?"

The little boywas still ar

him to wait. AIex didnt lo
witness to this, but no one

"Itt okay," AIex lied. '\
"I dont have a brorher.'
"He doesnt have a broth

past compliant ro helpfirl-
"So whatt in the ottrer r
"I dont know. One dav
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Alex had learned a few things about demons since she'd gone to

hell and back. Sometimes they took the form of your deepest fear.

Sometimes they became what you most desired. But the end result

was always the same: They ate your heart.
"Stay right there," Alex said ro the little boy
"\7hy?"

"Do you want your mother back?"
"rq1.r-" Darlington cautioned.

"l can give her back to you. But only if vou stay put. Close your

eyes. Cover your ears. \Whatt your favorite song?"

"'Love Rollercoaster. "'
"The Red Hot fucking Chili Peppers?" There was no way side-

part-and-sweater Ron Keep was listening to the original.
'A little decorum, please," Darlington urged.

But the boy giggled. "You said a swear."

"You like shitty music."

Darlington sighed.

"You're going to sing that garbage song all the way through," Alex

instructed. "Tivice. And when we're done, your mom will be back."
"She'll be better?"

Alex thought about just telling him what he wanted to hear. But

she suspected this kid had seen roo much in the last few weeks to

keep trustin g fairy tales. "It'll take a while."

He nodded and clamped his hands over his ears. She and Darling-

ton exchanged a brief glance. Kids were the easiest people to explain

magic to. They didn't stop to question or to prove that they knew

better. They understood that the rules most adults lived by were lies.

Age, rational thinking, moderated expectations-all the things that
made the adult world navigable made magic more difficult to grasp.

Possibility died as vou aged, pruned away by experience, and the

ability to imagine a wider world faded with each of those lopped-off
branches.

But maybe there was more to it. Maybe you couldn't go to work
everv day, send your children offto school, get through the mundane

business of living rf ,"rkl
-urider the bed, in every shad

biding its time for t}re mom

Ron Keep kept talk;ng;
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we should be gratefrrl we h
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we couldn't afford another

eating her alive."

'Apt choice of words," n
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was that they had no idea h

their world.

At first theyd been sure

the Gauntlet to enter hell, b

nothing. So Dawes and Du
*re Il Bastone librarF looki
warning system. AIex had fi
sense of being a mere onlor

steps behind. But then Dar
he_and Dawes were perusin

fashed gold-there and gor

ural gesture she d been welc

here, she'd allowed herself tc

followed: For nou.

"Itt going to be easier d
ping the page of what turn
t912.

'I'm not familiar with &
Darlington laughed 'I dr
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